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Public Notice  
 

Regarding the Section 106 Review Under the National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA) and Adverse Effects for the Acquisition and Demolition Project in the 

City of Columbia, Richland County, South Carolina  
FEMA Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities Program (BRIC)   

 
Seeking Public Comment  
 

 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is providing funding to the City of Columbia 
for the construction of a water intake facility located in Columbia, Richland County, South 
Carolina using Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) funds. As a part of 
compliance responsibilities under regulations 36 CFR Part 800, for Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) requires federal agencies, including the FEMA, to identify and 
consider the potential effects of its actions on historic properties through a collaborative 
framework for seeking and considering the views of the public on how potential adverse effects 
on historic properties resulting from a proposed Federal action should be addressed. 
 
Responsible Entity: FEMA Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities Grant Program   
Applicant: City of Columbia, South Carolina  
Project Title(s): EMA-2020-BR-194-0033 City of Columbia Resilient Water Supply Project  
 

Proposed Work:  
 
The City of Columbia, South Carolina is proposing to install a new water intake facility on the 
Columbia Canal to replace a previous intake facility that was destroyed during a 500-year flood 
event in 2015. Located within the Congaree River, the water intake would be immediately east 
of the confluence of the Saluda and Broad rivers located at: 34.006249, -81.058307. The water 
intake would be constructed approximately fifty (50) feet from the embankment into the 
Congaree River, adjacent to the Canal, and within proximity to the Canal Water Treatment Plant. 
In addition to construction access to the intake structure, a canal bridge crossing would also 
function as a pipeline transmission to pump into the Water Treatment Plant reservoir and as 
utility vehicle traffic access that connects to Calhoun Street. The water intake structure will be 
constructed on bedrock in the riverbed of the Congaree River. The intake structure will be 
approximately 77 feet high, with approximately 62 feet exposed above the water surface 
elevation of the Congaree River. The structure would include an approximate 110-foot by 60-foot 
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permanent building footprint. The intake structure would house the pumping, piping, and 
electrical infrastructure required to operate the facility. 
 
As proposed, the above project constitutes an Adverse Effect to Historic Properties under 36 CFR 
§ 800.5(a)(1)- for the visual impacts to the Historic Columbia Canal, which is listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places (NHRP). FEMA, in consultation with the South Carolina State Historic 
Preservation Office (SHPO), interested Tribes, and other consulting parties are in coordination to 
resolve any adverse effects of the Undertaking as per Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act.  Proposed mitigation of the adverse effects includes an assessment of buildings 
and structures within the within the heart of the Columbia Canal Historic District. The information 
from the building assessment will be used to inform repairs and rehabilitation of buildings in the 
vicinity of this project. This project may also include update language for future interpretative 
signage to be installed along the Columbia Canal.  
 
Public Comments: Any Member of the public is encouraged to provide views on how the project 
may affect historic properties and the ways these effects may be avoided, minimized, or 
mitigated.  To help develop a course of action for this project, FEMA is requesting your input 
within 30 days of the date of this notice. 
 
Interested persons may submit comments, questions or request a map of this specific project in 
writing using the subject line “EMA-2020-BR-194-0033” via:  
 

Mail to: FEMA- Region-4 EHP  
3005 Chamblee Tucker Road 
Atlanta GA, 30341 

Email to:  fema-r4ehp106@fema.dhs.gov 
 

 
 

POSTED ON: (03/09/2023) 
 

 
 
 
 

End of Notice  
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